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“The tests usually have word problems and we have to explain, in words, how we got our answers,” 
Payton replies, clearly annoyed. “Why can’t she just give us the basic problems on the test like the ones 
we have to do for homework?”

Karen replies, “Well, actually, I think she should be giving you the word problems and asking you to 
explain your answers on the homework. That’s probably how the questions appear on the state 
achievement test.”

“Oh, you’re right. She told us that’s why our tests are designed that way. She wants them to be like the 
standardized test we have to take in March,” Payton answers.

“That reminds me,” Karen says. “I checked your grades today and you’re missing several scores for 
assignments in Ms. Bowden’s class. Why is that? Aren’t you turning in your homework?”

“No, I am turning them in. She just loses them all the time. It happens all the time. So she just doesn’t 
count them. That’s why I’m missing some and my grade is still good.”

Somewhat shocked, Karen says, “So you aren’t getting any feedback on those assignments either? How 
are you supposed to know what you did wrong to work on before the test?”

“I don’t know,” Payton answers. “Anyway, I am done with math. Will you listen to my speech? I can’t 
believe he is making us get up in front of everyone!”

Karen answers, “Sure. But, before you start, tell me the specifics. Like, how long are you supposed to 
talk? Are you supposed to ask your audience questions or just talk?”

“I can show you the rubric. Mr. Lorton has it all laid out with exactly how many points we will get for each 
specific thing. He even has stuff like eye contact and voice tone on it, whatever that means,” replies Payton.

“It means that you shouldn’t be reading from your notes but need to look up at your audience and that 
you should speak loudly and clearly,” Karen explains.

Before starting her speech, Payton adds, “Well, I think the only reason he is making us do a presentation 
is because Kylie keeps getting such horrible scores on the written assignments so he wants to give her 
a chance to get a good grade. I mean, Mom, she gets Ds and Fs all the time on our written assignments, 
but when we talk in class about the stories we have to read, she seems to know more than anybody 
else. It’s weird.”

Karen thinks that’s weird too. Last month when 
she picked up Payton from school for an ortho-
dontist appointment, she overheard the teach-
ers talking about the school’s standardized 
tests scores. They were saying that the 
school’s overall score was half a standard devi-
ation below the mean and that Kylie scored 
higher than anybody in the whole school on the 
reading portion of the test.

ASSESS:
1. 	What aspects of Ms. Bowden’s and Mr. Lorton’s classroom assignments are good and what 

aspects should be changed?

2.	 Do you think it is a good practice to give students the exact rubric for an assignment with 
specific points for certain aspects noted? Why or why not?

3.	 What might it mean that Kylie has the highest standardized test score in the school but 
receives such poor scores on the classroom assignments?
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